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The long run is a misleading guide to current affairs. In the long run we 
are all dead. Economists set themselves too easy, too useless a task if in 
tempestuous seasons they can only tell us that when the storm is past 
the ocean is flat again.
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Field Building:

Nurturing the infrastructure, or enabling conditions, that increase 
the probability that future research, and future researchers, have 
the broad imaginations, deep capacities, and intellectual and 
professional relationships – across disciplines – to contribute to 
scholarly understanding and problem solving for the public good.
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Evidence Week
Bringing researchers, the public 
and policy makers together

Síle Lane

Head of international campaigns and policy



Sense about Science stands up for the public 
interest in sound science and evidence. 



Evidence matters EU video



Evidence Week 2018



Issues facing Britain
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EU / Europe / Brexit (negotiations / the deal we strike)

Economy / economic situation / economic growth

National Health Service / NHS / hospitals / healthcare

Pollution / environment / climate change / emissions

Housing

Potential for service cuts / future of public services /…

Poverty / inequality

Social services / social care

Low pay / minimum wage / fair wages

Need to invest in skills / training

Employment / job security / jobs in general

Education / schools

National security / foreign affairs / international…

Manufacturing / industry / productivity

Public services in general
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What do you think are the most important issues facing Britain today?

Ipsos MORI Survey of Members of Parliament, Winter 2018Base: All MPs (98), All Conservative MPs (48), All Labour MPs (40)

S10 W10 S11 W11 S12 W12 S13 W13 S14 W14 S15 W15 S16 W16 S17 W17 S18 W18

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

% All 

MPs

% Top mentions98

38

24

13

12

11

11

9

9

9

9

9

8

8

7

EU / Brexit Economy NHS Housing Pollution/ environment/ climate change/ emissions



Postbag (all MPs) – summer 2018
Which of the subjects of the list, if any do you receive the most letters in your postbag, or receive most approaches 
about from individuals in clinics or other ways?

Ipsos MORI Survey of Members of Parliament, Summer 2018Base: All MPs (97)
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 Animal Research/ Experimentation

 Public transport

 Tax Credits

 Council Tax

 Islamic State/ Syria/Middle East

 Pensions

 Famine/overseas aid
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Opening event: Community groups

• Constituents across the UK came to Parliament, many for the first time, 
to speak for 90s on why evidence matters to them and their 
communities

• They brought to life the range of evidence-related issues that MPs face 
in their role, highlighted in the findings launched at the event from Ipsos 
MORI’s MP survey and in opening remarks by Penny Young, House of 
Commons Librarian and Director of Research and Information

Norman Lamb MP at the opening event in Strangers’ Dining Room in the 

House of Commons

Shannon Trust declaring why evidence matters to them in their mission to teach adults 

in prison to read

Penny Young, House of Commons Librarian, and Director of Research and Information at 

the opening event 



3-minute evidence pods

• New format for 2019 concentrated on two days of short evidence 
briefings similar to those that had been most effective in 2018 

• 20 research groups gave briefings on diverse topics such as how to 
visualise community inequalities, work out the effect of pupil premium 
or see the scale of the drone noise problem

• We counted over 163 of these innovative briefings given to MPs and 
peers across the two days

The setup in Upper Waiting Hall

Maggie Throup MP at the ‘Antimicrobial resistance’ pod

Paul Sweeney MP at the ‘Visualising community inequalities’ pod





Bringing research and parliamentarians together

• Over 83 MPs engaged (13% of all MPs), plus 20 peers and 29 
government/parliamentary staff

• Other attendance was from parliamentary staff, including clerks of 
committees and committee specialists (20) plus government staff, 
including staff at the Cabinet Office, BEIS, and DEFRA (15).

• Members of the public engaged by: calling their MP to discuss the 
event, meeting their MP in Upper Waiting Hall, attending or speaking 
the opening event, attending/volunteering throughout the week or 
through the research groups

Lilian Greenwood MP at the ‘Virtual human’ pod



The new format was well received by MPs & peers…

“What was great about this was that 

it encouraged us to see it as it was 

just 3 minutes. Now, I did not take 

just 3 minutes, I took longer, 

because I was really interested.” 

“I learnt more in five 

minutes than in a very long 

time.” 

“I thought the pods were an 

excellent concept and coupled 

with the enthusiasm of individuals 

was a good partnership for 

promoting science” 



Evidence Week USPs and Sense about Science’s approach 

• Brings constituents from across the UK to Parliament, many for the first time, to 
make the case to policy makers that research and evidence matters 

• Identifying priority issues for policymakers 
• Community groups and the public bringing the issues to life and showing 

policymakers how the issues are being presented in society
• Innovative 3-minute format is a highly efficient mechanism for parliamentarians 

to access insights. It also prioritises messaging for researchers
• Training researchers and research organisations in communicating quickly, 

relevantly and usefully
• A focus on imparting lasting insight, tools and resources rather than a single 

issue message
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University knowledge/technology 

transfer: creating impact in social 

sciences and humanities

Richard W. Chylla, PhD, CLP, RTTP

Executive Director at Michigan State University

2019 Chair of AUTM



About AUTM



AUTM is a nonprofit leader in educating, developing, promoting 
and inspiring technology transfer practitioners to make the 
world a better place through the commercialization of academic 
research. 

AUTM’s global community of 3,000 members represents 
businesses and government organizations, and more than 800 
universities, research institutions and teaching hospitals.

AUTM is…



Advancing discoveries for a

better world.

AUTM’s vision is…



AUTM’s mission is to…

Support and advance 

technology transfer 

worldwide.



• 20% of membership is

located outside United States

• 60 countries represented 

by AUTM membership

A Global Community



• Under Bayh-Dole, university and researcher may retain title 

to innovations made using federal research dollars

• This system incentivizes the transfer of technology to the 

private sector for job creation

• Net licensing revenues to universities go back into more 

research, education, or patenting costs

• Initial economic development usually happens locally – more 

than 70% of start-ups formed each year are located in same 

state as research institution

Maximizing Impact



30

Academic Technology Transfer Successes



• Is there a market for this innovation?

• Can this innovation have impact in society?

• Can we find a business interested in licensing, developing 

and commercializing this technology?

• Can we start a new company to move the innovation 

forward?

• Are there available dollars to help further develop the 

innovation?

Moving Ideas Forward



• Analyzing the marketplace, developing business plans, and 

understanding patent/licensing issues

• Seeking venture/angel capital or other sources of development 

funding

• Boosting start-ups through campus-based accelerators, 

incubators and proof-of-concept programs 

• Matching researchers with companies looking to bring new 

innovations to the market

• Helping faculty create impact through their research

Tech Transfer Offices Lend a Hand



Driving the Innovation Economy

• 4.3 million jobs supported

• $1.3 trillion contributed to 

economy

• Create impact from 

innovations in SS and 

Humanities



Benefiting Society and the Economy

• 1,080 start-ups formed

• 6,050 start-ups still 

operational at end of FY2017

• 755 new products created



https://autm.net/about-tech-

transfer/better-world-project
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https://autm.net/about-tech-

transfer/better-world-project



Let your university knowledge/technology 

transfer office help create impact from your 

scholarship in the social sciences and the 

humanities.

Today the Association’s 

approximately 3,000 

members represent 60 

countries. 

AUTM Now
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10.15-11.00

Brown:

Roundtables

Commercialising methodologies in SSH Patrons Lounge

Yellow: Intermediary institutions Patrons Lounge

Green: Evidence-informed policy Room 4018

Orange:

Red:

Blue:

Institutions,  leadership & impact

Societal impact of  the Humanities

Societal impact of  the Social Sciences

Room 4019

Room 4025

Rasmuson Theater


